
Objective: Within the framework of the monthly meetings of the Regional Food Security and Nutrition Working Group for West Africa, it 
has been agreed that, in a humanitarian perspective, FAO and WFP  provide the group with highlights on the food security situation of 
the previous month.  
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 Average to good productions is expected in West Africa / Sahel.  

 Further decline of the FAO food index was noted during this reporting period. 

 In areas affected by civil insecurity and / or a longer lean period, access to food remains a       

concern. 

 With improved production prospects, cereal prices remained stable from July to August.  

 

 Advocate for timely funding of priority actions of the Sahel Humanitarian Appeal. 

 Monitor the evolution of avian influenza in the region and its impact on the rural and urban markets, and 

actors of the value-chain and households. 

 Monitor the meteorological situation, El Niño phenomenon and surfaces temperatures changes in the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

 Monitor food and nutritional security of populations from Central African Republic (C.A.R), Nigeria and 

Northern Mali.  

The agro-pastoral production prospects are globally satisfactory despite the late start of the rainy season. 

Some rural households among the poorest do not practice farming as a main activity and therefore do not    
benefit from favorable agricultural conditions. 

The value of the FAO cereal price index declined to its lowest level since June 2010. 

The food situation is satisfactory in the Sahel and should improve from October to November with new harvests. 

In the Diffa region in the Niger, the evolution of the food situation between June, July and August depending on 
the agro-ecological zones, shows a deterioration more marked in agricultural zones, where 46 percent of    
households are concerned. 

In Senegal, the food situation of the poorest households remains difficult at the end of the lean season. 

The general price level is still below the average of 5 years notably due to the abundant supply of crops after last 
year. 

FOOD SECURITY 
AND HUMANITARIAN IMPLICATIONS 
IN WEST AFRICA AND THE SAHEL 

To go to  

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/resources/documents/resources-detail/en/c/214317/
http://www.wfp.org/food-security
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 2015-2016 Agro-pastoral campaign 

Average to good agro-pastoral production expected in the region 

The Regional Consultation on the mid-term review of the      

agro-pastoral season and agricultural and food prospects in the 

2015-2016 within the framework of the Prevention and     

Management of Food Crises in the Sahel and West Africa 

(PREGEC) held in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) from 14 to 16 

September 2015, confirmed the normal start of the rainy     

season in April in the Gulf of Guinea and a late start in the  

Sudanese and Sahelian zones, with total seasonal rainfall 

above average, over the majority of the region except Chad. 

Moreover, the deficit recorded since the beginning of the     

season still persists in southern parts of Ghana, Benin and   

Togo, the eastern part of Côte d'Ivoire and the major part of 

Nigeria (Figure 1). Intensification of rainfall has also caused 

localized flooding especially in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte   

d’Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Togo. 

The hydrological situation of the major river basins of the    

region (with the exception of Chad) is marked by higher flows 

than the 10 year average and well above the normal          

hydrological (1981-2010) levels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This increase has resulted in replenishment of the dams and   

other surface water sources, which could promote crops in the 

off season. 

Consequently, agricultural product (cereals and pulses) are 

expected to be average to good in the region but with localized 

declines. Thus, the 2015/2016 cereal production expected in 

the Sahel and West Africa is forecasted to be between 54 and 

62 million tons, respectively, a decrease of 3 percent and an 

increase of 11 percent compared to the average of five last 

years. The production of roots and tubers is forecasted to be 

average to good in the region. 

However it must be remembered that some rural households 

among the poorest do not practice farming as their main     

activity and therefore will not benefit favorably from improved 

agricultural conditions. (Analysis HEA) 

The pastoral situation is satisfactory following improved       

watering conditions and increased fodder availability. However, 

pockets of low fodder production especially in the north of   

Senegal, south-western Mauritania and east-central Chad 

(Figure 2) deserve to be closely monitored.  

 

 

The situation of locusts continues to be calm in all countries in 

the front line. Solitary adults are present in low numbers in 

some places in summer breeding areas in southern Mauritania, 

northern Niger, Chad and Sudan. No surveys are possible in 

northern Mali due to current insecurity. 

The number of outbreaks of avian influenza H5N1 continues to 

increase in Nigeria and Côte d'Ivoire while in other countries 

(Burkina Faso, Ghana and Niger) no new outbreaks have been 

reported since 3 September 2015 (Figure 3). In Nigeria the 

number outbreaks has increased from 478 to 490 and the 

number of birds at risk reached 1.7 million. In Côte d’Ivoire, 

the number of outbreaks reached 34 against 7 since the last     

update (3 September 2015) with more than 33,000 deaths. 

Lagunes region is the most affected with 28,000 birds culled. 

(FAO) 

 

 

Source : NOAA  

Figure 1: Percentage of rainfall compared to normal levels between 1st 
May and 26th September 2015 

Figure 2: Potential biomass production in the third decade of August 

2015 (in kg DM / ha) 

Source : SPOT VGT & PROBA V 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/cf_test2/africa_arc/africa_arc_May-Sep_wa_pnorm.gif
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 2015-2016 Agropastoral campaign (continued)  

Average to good agro-pastoral production expected in the region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Cabo Verde, Hurricane Fred, with winds reaching 140 km/h, 

hit parts of the country on 31 August 2015, affecting 

agriculture and fishing sector which suffered damages and 

significant losses. The most affected islands are Boavista, Fogo, 

Sal, São Nicolau, Santiago and Santo Antao with damage to 

greenhouses to promote hydroponics, water supply and 

irrigation system and the destruction of 90 percent of the 

banana crop. In terms of livestock, mortalities were reported in 

cattle. The hurricane also caused flooding and erosion with 

considerable damage to agricultural land and fishing activities. 

The impacts of the hurricane will have an effect on the 

production and livelihoods of populations in the affected areas 

(FAO). 

 

The conflict related to Boko Haram in the Lake Chad Basin 

continues to cause the displacement of large numbers of 

people. The number of internally displaced persons in all 

countries affected by the conflict has reached 2,350,578 

persons with a significant increase in Nigeria (2,150,455 

persons) and the number of refugees reached 177,966 persons 

(UNHCR 25 September 2015): 

 In Nigeria, conditions in the IDP camp have become 

extremely difficult, with urgent needs unmet in almost all 

sectors. The increasing number of Nigerian returnees from 

Cameroon and Chad in Adamawa has an impact on 

humanitarian activities and the ability to respond. 

 In Niger, Diffa region is increasingly exposed to the threat 

of insurgents and the newly arrival of thousands of 

Nigerian refugees from Damasak and Malam-Fatori who 

settled in a number of spontaneous camps and in host 

communities, such as Gagamari, Chetimari and Assaga. In 

Diffa, about 350,000 persons suffer from food insecurity. 

The number of children admitted for the treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition has doubled over the same period last 

year. (UNHCR) 

The number of displaced persons by the conflict in northern 

Mali has not changed despite continued incidents in the region. 

A total of 136,772 Malian refugees are still present in 

neighboring countries and 61,920 internally displaced people 

in Mali. (UNHCR) 

 Population movements situation in the region 

Increased number of displaced people  

 Trends on international markets  

The FAO Food Price Index registered a sharp fall in August 

Food consumption of the majority of the countries of West 

Africa and Sahel depends on imports of basic products 

(particularly rice and wheat) whose prices are traded on 

international markets.  

The FAO Food Price Index averaged 155.7 points in August 

2015, down 8.5 points (5.2 percent) from July, the sharpest 

monthly drop since December 2008 (Figure 4). In addition to 

ample supplies, a number of other factors have contributed to 

the decrease, including the slump in energy prices, and 

concerns about China’s economic slowdown and its negative 

consequences on the global economy and financial markets. 

This decline has affected all the commodities tracked by the 

index, except for meat, the prices of which have remained 

generally steady. 

The FAO Cereal Price Index averaged 154.9 points in August, 

down 11.6 points (7.0 percent) from July and 27.6 points (15.1 

percent) from last year. The decline in August, which reversed 

two consecutive months of modest increases, brought the index 

down to its lowest level since June 2010. 

Figure 3: Outbreaks of H5N1 avian influenza in poultry from December 

2014 to 15 September 2015 

Source : FAO 
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Market trends in West Africa 

With improved production prospects, cereal prices remained stable from July to August 

With improving agricultural production prospects for 2015, 

prices of coarse cereals have remained stable in most of the 

countries in the region (Figure 5). After a late start of the rainy 

season and prolonged dry spells until mid-July, rainfall has 

improved since end of July in the main production areas 

improving campaign forecasts. (FAO) 

Hence, in the Sahelian belt, cereal prices remain unchanged 

compared to July in Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger, Mali and 

Senegal. Some exceptions are found for local maize and rice 

showing local spikes throughout the area. Nevertheless, general 

price levels remain below their five-year average thanks to the 

abundant supply of last year’s harvest. (WFP) 

In coastal countries, such as Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia, 

only small price variations are observed on main commodities 

as well as on wages and terms of trade. In Liberia, the average 

retail price for a 50 kg bag of imported parboiled rice in August 

2015 declined by 4 percent compared to the same period a 

year ago and 2.9 percent lower than price levels in June 2015. 

However, current prices remain higher than normal and the pre

‐Ebola average. (WFP) 

According to FAO / FEWS NET, prices of coarse cereals in 

Nigeria have decreased in July after a slight seasonal increase 

in the month before and remained below their level of last 

year’s thanks to a successful crop in 2014 leading to good 

availability. In Togo, maize prices have dropped significantly in 

July in certain areas, after seasonal increase fueled by bad crop 

prospects.  

With decreasing international prices, imports to western Africa 

will tend to increase and pull down prices of local cereals, main 

source of income. Further, the drop in price of raw material 

such as iron ore, cupper and petroleum will further affect 

national budgets but also households livelihoods engaged in 

mining activities. 

 Trends on international markets (continued)  

The FAO Food Price Index registered a sharp fall in August 

Falling wheat and maize prices were the main factors for the 

downturn although rice prices also declined in August. 

Abundant wheat supplies, supported by larger than anticipated 

harvests in the northern hemisphere, where the season is coming 

to a close, pushed down wheat values. Maize prices dropped 

too as well, mainly on improved production prospects in the 

United States and expected larger sales from Brazil this season. 

Rice quotations also subsided over the month, albeit marginally, 

reflecting strong competition among exporters.  

In August, world rice prices fell down after a period of slightly 

high but stable prices. The stagnation of Asian production as a 

result of drought does not seem to have affected the supply or 

the import demand. Asian exporters still face each other in a 

tough competition to revive their exports. Their external sales are 

15- 20 percent lower than in the same period of the previous 

year. The pressure on prices could be amplified in the last 

quarter of the year, when the new Asian harvest will start to enter 

the market. In contrast, US prices remain firm owing to a more 

active export market. Nevertheless, low world prices favor the 

import demand from the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa, 

which may increase in the coming months. InterRice  

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: FAO Food Price Index  

Source : FAO 

http://www.infoarroz.org/portal/en/content.php?section=15
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/fr/?utm_source=faohomepage&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=featurebarr
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Market trends in West Africa (continued)  

With improved production prospects, cereal prices remained stable from July to August 

Food Security Impact 

In areas affected by civil insecurity and/or a longer lean period, access to food remains a concern 

In September, in the Sahel, the food security is satisfactory and 

could be enhanced by the green crops from October to 

November. However, in areas affected by civil insecurity, access 

to food remains a concern. Indeed, according to OCHA, 

almost 3.6 million displaced persons, returnees and refugees 

have been registered to date. (PREGEC, September 2015) 

 

In Niger in the Diffa region, the second mVAM survey among 

WFP beneficiaries shows that 97 percent of households have a 

limited consumption (65 percent) or fair consumption (32 

percent) and the proportion of households with poor 

consumption food declined from 8 percent to 3 percent. 

However, there is an increase in the proportion of households 

with food limited food consumption from 25 percent to 65 

percent and a decrease in the proportion of households with 

acceptable food consumption. The evolution of the food 

situation between June, July and August according to          

agro-ecological zones shows a more marked deterioration in 

agricultural areas, where 46 percent of households are 

concerned. This could, in addition to seasonal factors (lean 

period), be explained by a lower food diversity in this area. 

Pastoral and agro-pastoral areas, households consume more 

grains, animal protein and dairy products, which is not always 

the case in the agricultural zone. Furthermore, due to security 

restrictions the Diffa agricultural populations could grow only a 

portion of their land and many IDPs have lost their livelihoods. 

(WFP Niger, August 2015) 

 

In Senegal, the agro-meteorological situation during the month 

of September 2015 is favorable for the proper development of 

crops and pastures. Therefore, if the current trend continues, 

cereal food availability equal or higher than the five year 

average is expected. However, out of this lean season the food 

security remains difficult for the poorest households. (WFP 

Senegal, September 2015)  

 

 

  

Figure 5: Monthly price comparison for selected commodities* (in %) 

Source : WFP 



Mark your calendars ! 
 

  

 Special session of the Food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA) in Milan (Expo 

Milan 2015) from October 29 to 30;  

 Workshop on cash in livelihood projects in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso from 

19 to 20 October 2015 organized by the CaLP; 

 Crop Join Assessment Missions CILSS/FAO/FEW NET/WFP/Government:  

 Coastal countries: September 28 to October 2 

 Nigeria: October 19 to 23  

 Sahel countries: November 2 to 6  

 Analysis workshop on the Cadre Harmonisé (CH):  

 Coastal countries: October 8 to 9  

 Nigeria: October 26 to 30, consolidation at the federal level: November 

2 to 6 

 Sahel countries: November 9 to 14  

 Regional summary of the CH in Niamey, Niger from November 16 to 20;  

 Meeting PREGEC in Niamey, Niger from November 23 to 25;  

 Meeting on RPCA in Dakar from December 14 to 15;  

 Regional Learning Workshop on Preparedness Cash, Dakar from 30 Novem-

ber to 2 December organized by the CaLP; 

 Training on market analysis tools, Dakar from December 7 to 11organized by 

the CaLP. 

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/sahel/fr/ 

M. Vincent Martin  
vincent.martin@fao.org  

 

M. Patrick David 
patrick.david@fao.org  

@ 
www.wfp.org/food-security  

M. Simon Renk  
simon.renk@wfp.org  

 

M. Dominique Ferretti  
dominique.ferretti@wfp.org 
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Food Security 
Information in West Africa 

In Mali, food security remains satisfactory for the majority of 

households in southern and central of the country. However, 

there are food insecure areas related to floods, high livestock 

mortality and water deficits in the crop year in 2015 that need to 

be followed. In the northern parts of the country, food insecure 

areas are mainly related to the impact of conflict, poor         

agro-pastoral of 2014 and pastoral campaigns of 2015, 

insecurity and population movements.  In these northern regions, 

free food distributions of the state and its partners contribute to 

improving the food situation of households. 

A national survey is currently underway and the results will 

provide an updated situation of food and nutritional security. 

The results of this survey will be available in mid-October 2015. 

(WFP Mali, Cluster SA, August 2015) 

In Burkina Faso, in this peak period of the lean season, cereal 

food availability is deemed satisfactory compared to a normal 

year (Afrique Verte).  

In addition to traders’ stock, the continuation of selling maize 

and rice at subsidized prices by the government helps strengthen 

household food availability. In the far north of the country, 

humanitarian operations of monetary transfers and / or food 

vouchers distributions can improve the household food situation. 

Poor households feed themselves as usual, during the lean 

season, by gathering products such as baobab leaves, Cassia 

tora, beans (cowpea), etc. Their revenues come mainly from 

agricultural labor, the sale of animals and remittances. (FEWS 

NET) 

 

In areas affected by civil insecurity and/or a longer lean period, access to food remains a concern 

Food Security Impact (continued)  

http://www.wfp.org/food-security

